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labour: a comparison of three local anaesthetic techniques]. The aim of this

study was to compare the maternal and neonatal effects of three techniques of
epidural analgesia (EA) during labour. Eighty-one parturients were randomized
to three groups according to the type of anaesthesia given. Thirty-two patients
(group 1) received bupivacaine 0.5% with epinephrine 1.0 micrograms/ml, 40
mg (13 ml) in 10 ml normal saline (NS) (n = 10) and 20 mg in 7 ml NS (n =
10); 29 patients (group 2) received bupivacaine 0.25% with epinephrine 1.0

micrograms/ml (9 ml) and 30 mg (1 ml) in NS; 19 patients (group 3) received a
3 ml mixture of ropivacaine 0.2% with epinephrine 1.0 micrograms/ml and 40
mg (1 ml) of bupivacaine 0.5% without epinephrine in 7 ml NS (n = 10). The

mean infusion rate was 15.8 +/- 1.6 ml/h (range 10-20) in group 1, 15.2 +/- 1.4
ml/h (range 10-20) in group 2 and 21.2 +/- 2.0 ml/h (range 15-40) in group 3. In

all patients epidural catheters were programmed for continuous infusion of
0.2% ropivacaine 0.4 ml/h, for 6 hours. Epidural analgesia was provided for

pain relief in labour using an infusion rate of 15-20 ml
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