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it is not clear what the reasons are for these sentencing disparities. one possibility is that crack cocaine is used by a more marginalized segment of society, and it is this segment of society who is more likely to be arrested and subject to the 18:1 sentencing disparity. whether crack use is a matter of
choice or necessity for users, crack's high price and highly addictive nature result in those who use it being more likely to become delinquent or be arrested than users of other drugs. crack use is less likely to lead to hiv infection than other illicit drug use, but crack use does lead to a significantly higher
risk of hiv infection among some drug users, and especially those who use other drugs as well as crack. crack use also leads to a higher risk of other health outcomes, such as diabetes, liver disease, and respiratory problems. crack use is associated with a higher risk of other health outcomes, such as
diabetes, liver disease, and respiratory problems. crack use is also associated with a higher risk of hiv infection. crack use was rarely associated with syphilis or gonorrhea, suggesting that crack use may be less likely to lead to std transmission than use of other drugs, but more research is needed to
confirm this. crack-cocaine use has been associated with a higher risk of injuries requiring hospitalization, including motor vehicle accidents. crack-cocaine use is associated with a higher risk of developing severe hypertension, obesity, and diabetes than use of other drugs. crack-cocaine use is also
associated with a higher risk of injury and death due to accidental poisoning. crack-cocaine use may be associated with a higher risk of physical assault, especially domestic violence and sexual assault, than other illicit drug use, and may be associated with a higher risk of death from assault.
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recommendation: legislators should consider which drug-related offenses are appropriate for lifetime parole. the results of this study suggest that crack-cocaine users, regardless of income level, are often being arrested for possession of crack cocaine and imprisoned for longer periods of time than
users of powder cocaine. research and clinical studies are needed to understand the health effects associated with crack cocaine use. since the 1970s, the rise of crack cocaine has been linked to a proliferation of violent and deadly crime in urban areas. however, although the increase in violence
associated with crack cocaine has been documented, according to dr. palamar, crack-related crimes are under-reported due to higher rates of incarceration among crack users. dr. palamar’s research helps shed light on how crack cocaine arrests are disproportionately affecting people of color.
specifically, the research shows that black individuals are arrested and convicted for crack cocaine crimes at a rate of 19.1% compared to 12.7% for white individuals. this means that if black and white individuals were arrested and convicted at the same rate for powder cocaine crimes, black individuals
would be convicted at a rate of 13.4%, and white individuals would be convicted at a rate of 16.1%. because crack cocaine has been associated with more severe consequences, this is the drug that leads to more prison time and longer sentences. however, as dr. palamar noted, people who use crack
cocaine for a prolonged period of time are more likely to fall into homelessness, poverty and unemployment, leading to further marginalization and exclusion. 5ec8ef588b
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