
Top 5 Mistakes Businesses Make When 
Registering in SAM.gov 
  

Why do so many businesses struggle with their government contracting dreams? The 
answer often lies in simple mistakes during the SAM registration process. Every 
year, thousands of companies miss out on billions in federal contracts because they 
make basic errors when setting up their profiles. The Federal Contracting Center, a 
trusted SAM government contracting consultant, repeatedly sees these same mistakes. 

  

The first major mistake is rushing through the process without proper prep work. Many 
business owners believe they can complete their registration in an afternoon. This is 
wrong. The system requires a lot of detailed information about your company. You 
need tax documents, bank statements, and business licenses ready to go. When you try 
to speed through it, you miss key details. These missing pieces can delay your approval 
for weeks or even months. 

  

Another significant issue is misclassifying the business. The government uses specific 
codes to sort different types of companies. Select the wrong code, and you may not 
appear in searches for your services. Some companies also overlook checking all the 
boxes that apply to them. If you qualify as a small business or have another special 
status, you must claim it. Missing these classifications means missing opportunities. 

  

Banking info causes tons of headaches too. The system is very picky about how you 
enter your bank details. One incorrect digit in your routing number can render your 
entire application invalid. Many people also use personal accounts instead of business 
accounts. This creates red flags in the system. Always double-check your banking 
information before submitting anything. 

  

Documentation errors also trip up many businesses. The government requires official 
documents to verify your identity and occupation. Blurry photos, expired documents, 
or missing signatures all cause problems. Some companies attempt to use generic 
business documents instead of the specific ones required by SAM.gov. This often 
results in rejections and delays. 

  

The final mistake is failing to keep up with renewals and updates. Your registration 
with SAM expires every year. If you let it lapse, you will not be able to get new 
contracts. You also need to update your info whenever something changes. Move 

https://www.federalcontractingcenter.com/sam-registration/


offices? Update SAM. Change your bank? Update SAM. Get a new phone number? You 
guessed it. Many businesses forget about this until it is too late. 

  

Getting your SAM.gov registration right the first time saves you time and money. It also 
opens doors to government contracts worth billions of dollars. The process might seem 
difficult, but it doesn't have to be when you know what to avoid. 

  

Do not let these common mistakes keep your business from government contracting 
success. The team at Federal Contracting Center has helped hundreds of companies 
navigate the SAM.gov registration process correctly. Their experts know exactly what 
the government wants to see and how to avoid the pitfalls that trap other businesses. 
Contact them today to learn how they can get your registration done right the first time 
and start your journey toward profitable government contracts. 
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